Dear [City Councilmember],

We ask you to join us in supporting Sustainable Atlanta’s proposed Sustainable Building Ordinance. Underscoring the importance of the proposed ordinance is the reality that Atlanta’s current building code fails to respond to proven and accepted advances in building technology and inadequately protects Atlantans’ health, safety, and welfare. Leaving the building code as is threatens Atlanta’s long-term comprehensive competitiveness in attracting new businesses (many of which demand best-in-class practices with respect to sustainable facilities) and jobs.

Thus, a working group convened by Sustainable Atlanta in partnership with Southface Energy Institute and comprised of engineers, developers, architects, and building scientists engaged a wide group of stakeholders in the real estate and environmental communities to create an ordinance that is innovative and groundbreaking in its flexibility, its accommodation of Atlanta’s building industry, and its effectiveness.

The proposed Sustainable Building Ordinance will help protect the health, safety and welfare of Atlantans and strengthen the economic, social and environmental competitiveness of the city to attract more businesses to Atlanta, facilitating the creation of numerous green jobs, and stimulating our economy. It will apply to all new construction except residential structures of three or fewer stories.

The proposed ordinance addresses the following areas of the building code:

· Site development

· Water-use efficiency

· Energy

· Indoor environmental quality

· A building’s impact on the atmosphere, materials and resources

· Construction and operations

The ordinance draft before you provides several options for compliance, granting a great deal of flexibility to the building industry while ensuring a balanced range of environmentally responsible practices.

If we are serious about meeting our collective commitment to climate change while maintaining and growing Atlanta’s economic prospects in the years to come, it is essential that we take this critical step now to establish our path.

We look forward to your support,

Sincerely,
XXXXXXX

Stakeholder,
Sustainable Atlanta Green Building Ordinance
Sustainable Atlanta

