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Introduction

Sustainability is one issue that is particularly hard for people in our region to
swallow. Atlanta has few sidewalks and the longest commutes of any region. Our
public transit system is still largely limited to two of 28 counties. Our wide open
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building all over the region with septic tanks, which only defers the cost of
developing a sustainable wastewater system. Our region has hit the wall on air
quality as well as water quality and runoff. People say our main problem is
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sustainability, we need a real cultural shift and a shift in public policy at the local
and state levels.

In the late 1990's the wastewater and sanitary sewer challenges came to a head
in a federal suit brought against the City of Atlanta by the Upper Chattahoochee
Riverkeepers with supporting briefs for the Georgia Environmental Protection
Department and Congressman John Lewis. Under the resulting federal Consent
Decrees signed in 200, the City committed to upgrade and replace its aging
system and to maintain the system to federal standards by 2014. In 2002 the
engineering and planning was underway but the funding plan was yet to be
developed. By early 2004 the City had adopted a funding plan, legislated higher
rates and had authorization from the state to dedicate a $.01 sales tax (if passed
by the voters in 3 four year options). This Clean Water Program set the most
aggressive and "greenest" agenda set by the city in many decades. For instance
for at least 5 decades the city had resisted increasing its parks and green space
inventory due to decisions the cost of maintenance outweighed the public health
and quality life value of increasing the passive park and green space. At the
urging of the environmental and philanthropic communities in 2006, the city
administration identified environmental sustainability as a critical factor in
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community dedicated to sustainability through best in class leadership and to
implement solutions and practices as they are identified. To answer that charge,
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sustainable practices and has set forth on a course of action to implement new
high impact programs and policies. The key components of Atlanta's approach to
creating a Green City include:

Sustainable Atlanta
Division of Sustainability
Parks reform

Clean Water Program
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Sustainable Atlanta
With Funding from the Kendeda Foundation, Sustainable Atlanta and the
Division of Sustainability were founded. Sustainable Atlanta is a 501 c(3)
nonprofit organization. With an active board of business and civic leaders and a
small staff led by Executive Director Lynnette Young, the organization is aimed
at making our city more sustainable by improving our policies and

O C O Apograms.

Sustainable Atlanta serves as a catalyst, consultant and facilitator for sustainable
progress in Atlanta. Its core focus lies in convening leaders from academic,
business, civic, governmental sectors and non-profits to develop sustainable
policy and programs for those who live, work and play in Atlanta. Sustainable
Atlanta leverages its expertise to help develop polices, programming, strategies
and best practices that make Atlanta, other municipalities, citizens and
organizations more bottom-line efficient, environmentally responsible, and more
competitive when attracting employers/jobs.

Sustainable Building

The proposed Atlanta Sustainable Building Ordinance (ASBO) created a building
code that was tailored to the needs of Atlanta while most green building
ordinances mandate a third party certification like LEED. Recognized by all
parties involved as "technically sound," SA convened bi-monthly meeting for 18
months with the Sustainable Building Task Force and engaged approximately
1,800 stakeholders. Sustainable Atlanta recommended that the City Council table
the ASBO in December of 2009 as the new administration prepared to take office
in January 2010 with the expectation it to be reintroduced by the Reed
administration.

Sustainable Reporting

Sustainable Atlanta published first Sustainability Report for the City of Atlanta to
AAOGAT T D A AAOGAIT ET A A& O ! OlmAabu2hdntO Tha
report received two prestigious accolades including: A bronze flame award in
the publications category from the Atlanta Chapter of International Association
of Business Communicators (IABC) and a certificate of excellence from the
Georgia Chapter of Public Relations Society of America.

Recycling & Materials Management
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existing literature and researched U.S. peer city recycling best practices. They
convened a taskforce with an established mission to increase the amount of
commercially viable, recoverable resources going to the most beneficial end
markets, while encouraging development of new markets. The meetings have
resulted in the development and vetting of a series of nine recycling
recommendations that they look forward to presenting to the Reed
administration in the next few months.
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Energy
In 2009, Sustainable Atlanta launched the energy task force and has worked to
develop Energy conservation recommendations. They are currently vetting
these recommendations before they are presented to the Reed administration.

Division of Sustainability
The Division of Sustainability, unlike Sustainable Atlanta is within city
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Office was created in 2008 with the charge to lay the foundation for instituting
environmental protection practices into Atlanta city government operations.
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environmental programs and policies such as water and energy conservation,
solid waste and emissions reduction and recycling, seeking private sector
partnerships and federal and state funding and influencing public sector policy.

Accomplishments for Division of Sustainability
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Protection Agreement. Under this agreement, mayors pledged that their cities
would reduce emissions 7 percent by 2012. In February 2009, Atlanta released
our first sustainability report and our municipal carbon footprint. The city
reduced the emissions from government operations by 5.6% between 2007 and
2008.

The City of Atlanta has undertaken a range of initiatives to continue driving
these reductions. They include the following:

1 9.5% reduction in electricity use by Department of Watershed
Management (related to 11% reduction in volume of drinking water and
wastewater treated)

1 58% reduction in natural gas use at Hartsfield Jackson International
Airport due to replacement of gas chillers with electric chillers; and

1 4% reduction in electricity use in other departments, including 10%
savings in City Hall due to 4-5 months of aggressive savings measures
undertaken by the Office of Enterprise Assets Management.

9 Earned federal funding under ARRA

el With the municipal carbon footprint established, the next step for the city will be
191 Peachtree Street NE to develop the Atlanta Climate Action Plan. The Climate Action Plan will be the
SRy blueprint to guide all city departments so that current initiatives and near-term

Atlanta, Georgia 30303 K i R . L. . i K
objectives are aligned with achieving the 2012 emissions reduction goal. This
P 2‘82‘-2238-322821 strategic effort to reduce city government operations greenhouse gas emissions
S supports the ultimate goal of making Atlanta a community that lives within the
www.SustainableAtlanta.org self-perpetuating limits of its environment, while maintaining high standards for

economic growth, environmental integrity, and social justice.
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Water conservation is an issue that cannot be ignored when addressing
sustainability. The more water we save, the less energy is needed for treatment
and delivery, and in turn we see a direct savings in greenhouse gas emissions.
Atlanta residents saved over 10.6 billion gallons in 2009 alone. In fact, since
¢nmph 1 01 AT OAGO bi DOl AOET percdatAb@t ol wakeO® .
withdrawals from the Chattahoochee have decreased by more than 20 percent,
because of conservation, leak repairs and projects to decrease water loss and
waste. The City continues to repair about 800 leaks per month. When the

Department was under private operation, the figure was 750 annually.

It is crucial that we continue to take action at the neighborhood, city, and
regional level on water and energy conservation, and climate change. I also
signed onto the World Mayors and Climate Protection Agreement in support of
the United Nations climate change policy negations that took place in
#1 DATEACAT h $AT1 AOE8 51 AARAO OEEO AC
emissions by 80% by 2050. Atlanta is set to exceed our 7% reduction by 2012
and in good position towards our 2050 goal through energy and water
conservation projects funded through federal stimulus grants and other funding.

Parks Reform

In 2009 Atlanta achieved National Parks Association accreditation for the
Department of Parks, Recreation and Cultural Affairs for the first time. This
achievement marked a new high point in the city's focus on the importance of
parks to public health, recreation, economic development and sustainability.

In 2007 the City of Atlanta sent a survey to 7,000 households for the master plan
for parks, green space and recreation Z and we found that the most sought after
outdoor needs were walking and biking trails at 84% compared to the national
average of 68% and festival/special events at 64% - Atlantans want greenways
and parks.

In terms of parks reform, the Beltline is an example of a major improvement on
par with efforts in lead cities across the U.S. The Beltline was originally proposed
by a graduate student at Georgia Tech. It is a 22-mile rails-to-trails transit, parks
and development project that will connect with the existing MARTA system and

OEA DOiI bi OAA 0AAAEOOAA 300AAOAAOS
transportation infrastructure by connecting neighborhoods via sidewalks,
streetscapes, and road/intersection improvements leading to a more cohesive
urban street grid. The city created a special tax district and a zoning overlay and
has now raised more than $250 million of the long-term $2.8 billion budget. This
project has already stimulated over $1 billion in new private development.

A
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spread and disconnected pockets of development which have straine
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quality of life and economic growth. By attracting and organizing some of the
OACET 1 60 ~EOOOOA ¢Oi xOE AOI O1 A PAOEC
change the pattern of regional sprawl in the coming decades and lead to a
vibrant and livable Atlanta with an enhanced quality of life. ~Benefits of the
Beltline include:

Parks and Greenspace: The BeltLine will add more than 1,200 acres of new
greenspace through a linear park alongside trails, including the creation of new
parks and the expansion of existing parks.

Affordable Workforce Housing: 4 EA " A1 O, ET A ET A1 O
investment ever in affordable workforce housing. The total investment is
projected to be $240 million (15% of each TAD bond issuance), generating more
than 5,000 affordable units over the course of the project.

Brownfield Remediation:  The BeltLine will catalyze the cleanup of
approximately 1,100 acres of contaminated properties resulting from the
historic presence of active rail and industry.

Economic Development: Throughout its 25-year project span, the BeltLine is
expected to generate more than $20 billion of new economic development and
create approximately 30,000 new full-time jobs.

I:Iis:toric Prese‘rvqtioni A HomesA, qeighporhgodg, gnd hist\oric structures a}round
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project.

Land Use: The BeltLine will create a comprehensive framework for land use
change to ensure new development is transit supportive and enhances livability
and quality of life.

Public Art: The BeltLine will incorporate public art displays as well as
opportunities to transform features like benches and bike racks into art with
which people can interact.

Atlanta BeltLine Arboretum: Trees Atlanta has developed a vision for one of
the most accessible and connected urban arboretum corridors in the nation
along the 22 mile BeltLine loop, the collection of trees will enhance the BeltLine
green space and provide educational opportunities.

Community Engagement: The BeltLine is being built with an unprecedented
level of community input. An important component of BeltLine implementation
since its early planning, the Citizen Participation Framework approved by
Atlanta City Council in July 2006 has institutionalized avenues for the
community to participate in the planning and development of the BeltLine.
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