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FAQ 

What is Sustainable Atlanta? 
Established in 2007, Sustainable Atlanta is a catalyst, consultant and 
facilitator for sustainable progress in Atlanta as well as across the nation. 
Its core focus lies in convening leaders from business, non-profits, academic, 
civic and governmental sectors to develop sustainable policy and programs 
for those who live, work and play in Atlanta. 
 
Sustainable Atlanta leverages its expertise to help orchestrate strategy, best 
practices, policies and programming that make Atlanta, other municipalities, 
citizens and organizations more bottom-line efficient, environmentally 
responsible and more competitive when attracting employers/jobs. 
 
What is Sustainability and why is it important? 
Sustainability has many definitions but the basic principles and concepts 
remain constant: balancing the needs of growing economies, protection for 
the environment and its resources, and social responsibility, so they together 
lead to an improved quality of life for ourselves and future generations. 
 
What are Sustainable Atlanta’s Current Strategic Initiatives? 

 Environmental Health  
 Energy & Climate Change  
 Green Building  
 Recycling & Materials Management  
 Sustainable Reporting  
 Water 

 
In a struggling economy, why is sustainability important? 
Sustainability is not going away. It stands to emerge as an even more 
significant part of the economy offering tremendous business opportunities 
through improved technologies and operational efficiencies. 
 
As with any movement or evolution, this is a choice to be on the train, to try 
to catch up to the train or to be run over by the train. With national, state and 
local legislative discussion and with increased market competition now is the 
time for people, governments and business to start or expand sustainability 
efforts. 
 
As sustainability moves from an issue that has traditionally been tackled in a 
silo to one that's engrained in every aspect of business, it will require cross-
divisional, cultural change to maintain the effort - taking into consideration 
company size, culture, the products and/or services offered and business 
goals. 
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What are Sustainable Atlanta’s Services? 
3ÕÓÔÁÉÎÁÂÌÅ !ÔÌÁÎÔÁȭÓ ÃÏÒÅ ÂÕÓÉÎÅÓÓ ÌÉÅÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÐÏÌÉÃÙ ÁÎÄ 
programming to enhance quality of life with respect to the triple bottom line 
of sustainability: people, planet and profit. 
 
As a non-governmental entity, Sustainable Atlanta continues to fill a vital 
need for municipal governments as it is uniquely positioned to convene 
leaders from local business, non-profit, academic and governmental sectors 
to develop and drive strategy, best practices and policies that make local 
governments more efficient, more environmentally responsible and more 
competitive in attracting employers and jobs to their respective communities. 
Its expertise in this arena has been incorporated into a consulting model 
focused on municipalities across the United States. 
 
Sustainable Atlanta offers municipal leaders a one-of-a-kind approach to 
achieving cost efficiencies and improving environmental stewardship and 
public welfare programming by: 
 

 Identifying strategic opportunities and systematic needs within 
municipalities  

 Facilitating collaboration in convening leaders and experts to build 
consensus and drive measurable action  

 Providing oversight in the execution of programs and operations  
 

Sustainable Atlanta continues to help the City of Atlanta remain a leader in 
the effort to meet the environmental, human health and cost efficiency 
demands of the 21st century. 
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